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Centralia School District

• www.cesd.k12.ca.us 

• 4,700 students

• Nine K-6 schools

About the Centralia School District
The Centralia School District consists of nine K-6 elementary schools with a 
diverse ethnic and socio-economic student population in California’s Orange 
County. With approximately 4,700 students in its schools, including 180 special 
day class students, the District also operates eight Child Care Centers, two State 
Preschool Programs, a Bright Start Pre-Kindergarten Enrichment program and two 
Healthy Start Centers throughout Buena Park, Anaheim and La Palma region. 

Challenge 
In the Centralia School District’s most economically diverse schools, teachers 
faced the unique challenge of engaging English as a Second Language students 
who were often enrolled for short and inconsistent periods of time. This transient 
student enrollment created difficulties for educators who needed to assess their 
students’ English proficiency and monitor learning progress. The district needed 
to find an effective English Language program that could assist the teachers in 
their instruction of these students, track individual student progress and provide 
adjustable lessons based on student needs. 

Solution
In 2007 and 2008, Centralia School District incorporated language-learning 
solutions into their overall English Language curriculum, providing an immersive 
and personalized English learning experience for a wide range of students. 
Rosetta Stone® Classroom features — such as speech analysis tools, grammar and 
spelling components and predefined course templates — complement instruction 
in the classroom and allow the diverse group of students to attain language skills 
at their own pace. The Centralia School District selected Rosetta Stone Classroom 
for these comprehensive and immersive features and for the reporting and 
tracking tools it offered instructors, which were not offered by any other solution. 

Results
In 2008, after two years of successful implementation in three of the district’s 
schools, Rosetta Stone Classroom was made available in all Centralia schools. Since 
then, these schools have experienced marked improvement in students’ English 
ability and engagement in English Language instruction. In 2009, with the help of 
Rosetta Stone, all nine schools of the Centralia School District hit their Title III No 
Child Left Behind accountability targets for the first time in District history. 

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

Case Study

Case Study:  
Centralia School District 

1



“The ability to customize to a student 
has made Rosetta Stone® incredibly 
powerful for our teachers.” 

Kathi Wagner
Bilingual Education Director
Centralia School District 

Rosetta Stone Classroom Allows Both Teachers  
and Students To Achieve English Learning Goals
Like many districts in the state, the Centralia School District straddles a wide 

spectrum of ethnic and economic communities. The District at once hosts some 

of the richest schools in the area and some of the state’s poorest. The schools at 

the bottom end of the economic spectrum, exemplified best by Danbrook 

Elementary, are plagued by the overlapping challenges of a large population 

without proficiency of the English language, as well as a widening number of 

students from below the poverty level who often attend school sporadically or for 

short bursts of time. For example, in Centralia’s Danbrook Elementary, 47 percent 

of students are English Language learners, 85 percent are below or at the poverty 

level, and the average time of enrollment is 2 months. 

Despite these challenges, the teachers and administrators of the Centralia  

School District remained intent on providing their English Language students  

with the tools necessary not only to learn the language, but also to engage in their 

education despite the length of their stay. To achieve this goal, the Centralia 

School District secured state and federal funding in 2007 to overhaul their English 

Language instruction curriculum and implement a new program tailored to their 

distinct needs. 

Centralia School District’s first choice to spearhead the new English Language 

program was Rosetta Stone Classroom. In 2007, the District installed Rosetta Stone 

Classroom software onto all of the computers in three of their schools and, in the 

next year, was determined to these expand into all nine of their K-6 facilities. 

“Because of the unique demographics of our schools, faculty often interact with 

and teach to their students as if they will not see them tomorrow,” said Kathi 

Wagner, Bilingual Education Director, Centralia School District. “Our teachers, 

therefore, really craved a supplemental service that could be used in their 

classrooms to get the kids involved immediately. Beyond that desire, teachers 

really needed a tool that could easily and quickly track how students were doing. 

Rosetta Stone Classroom was the only software that could immediately create an 

immersive and effective learning environment for these kids and, at the same 

time, arm our faculty with the tools necessary to help them assess their 

classroom’s progress and learning.”

For Students
Because students are only enrolled for short periods of time, many of Centralia 

School District’s children enter their classrooms without teachers and 

administrators knowing the student’s unique education needs and language 

proficiencies. Despite this hurdle, Rosetta Stone Classroom, with its easily 
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adaptable instruction and sequential learning program, has allowed Centralia’s 

students to be immediately integrated into an already existing class and begin 

learning the English language on their first day. 

“When an English Language student walks through our door for the first time,  

we have no idea how best to instruct him or her because we have no prior 

knowledge of their skills or ability,” Ms. Wagner said. “With Rosetta Stone,® it 

essentially doesn’t matter because the software will be able to adjust to his or  

her specific language needs. That ability to customize to a student has made 

Rosetta Stone incredibly powerful for our teachers who otherwise would not know 

where to begin.”

Additionally, Rosetta Stone’s interactive lessons, voice-driven technology and vivid 

pictures make the software engaging for many of Centralia’s young students. Ms. 

Wagner comments that, “I see so many ESL kids get stuck at the intermediate 

level, but with Rosetta Stone, they find it so much fun and highly motivating, they 

always want to learn and play with the software.”

For Teachers
In 2009, the first year Rosetta Stone was available throughout the District, all  

nine schools of the Centralia School District met their growth targets for Title III 

accountability for the first time in the District’s history. Due to the immense 

language gains of their students because of the software, and the easy 

assessment tools, Centralia tags the widespread use of Rosetta Stone as a main 

reason for their recent success. 

“We are so happy to see that Rosetta Stone Classroom was able to not only help 

the students of the Centralia School District, but the great teachers of their schools 

as well,” said Tom Adams, CEO of Rosetta Stone. “The Centralia School District is 

a perfect example of how Rosetta Stone Classroom is meant to be incorporated 

into a school curriculum and it is an honor for Rosetta Stone to be a part of 

helping the District reach its target goal.”

In recent months, the Centralia School has initiated before-school programs 

featuring Rosetta Stone in their poorest school communities to give students a 

place to go during the hours when other programs geared toward students are not 

yet open. The program has continued to grow enrollment since its inception and, 

hoping to keep their young students off the streets and out of trouble, Centralia 

intends to expand this program to afterschool and parent-child programs in the 

near future. 

“Rosetta Stone Classroom was the only 
software that could immediately create 
an immersive and effective learning 
environment for these kids and, at the 
same time, arm our faculty with the tools 
necessary to help them assess their 
classroom’s progress and learning.”

Kathi Wagner
Bilingual Education Director
Centralia School District 
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To speak to a language learning 
consultant about the right  
solution for your school,  
please contact us.
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About Rosetta Stone Classroom
Rosetta Stone® Classroom is a powerful learning tool that incorporates seamlessly 

into a teacher’s overall language-learning curriculum. Features such as speech 

analysis tools, grammar and spelling components and predefined course 

templates adeptly complement classroom teaching expertise. Rosetta Stone 

Classroom provides the support teachers need with Rosetta Stone Manager, a built 

in management tool that delivers real-time reporting capabilities, details on 

student progress and user-friendly administrative functionalities. 

The software offers flexible license solutions that are tailored to meet a school’s 

specific needs, technology environments and requirements. Available in more 

than 30 different languages, Rosetta Stone Classroom affords teachers the 

opportunity to entrust critical language skill development to the software so that 

invaluable classroom time can focus on topic-based activities that bring language 

learning to life.
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“I see so many ESL kids get stuck  
at the intermediate level, but with 
Rosetta Stone, they find it so much 
fun and highly motivating, they always 
want to learn and play with  
the software.”

Kathi Wagner
Bilingual Education Director
Centralia School District 




