
Learning Korean

The Korean language is spoken by more than 77 million 
people on the Korean peninsula and in Korean communities 
around the world. 

Writing System
Hangul (한글)

Language Tips
Hangul letters are written in syllable blocks that combine consonants  •	
and vowels. For example, ㅅ and ㅜ combine to make 수. Vowels are never 
written alone in a syllable block, but are preceded by the null consonant  
‘ㅇ,’  which is silent.

Hangul is written from left to right, with a space between words. •	

The pronouns ‘he,’ ‘she,’ and ‘they’ are rarely used in conversational  •	
Korean. Names or common nouns (such as ‘the man’ or ‘the woman’)  
are used instead.

Subjects in Korean sentences are frequently omitted if the meaning is •	
already clear from the conversational context. 

Instead of using the words ‘you’ or ‘your,’ Korean speakers often address •	
a person with his or her name or occupation. With strangers, the word 
‘teacher’ is used as a respectful form of address.

Korean uses suffixes, such as topic, subject, and object markers, to  •	
indicate the function of words in a sentence.  Rosetta Stone teaches you 
to understand and use these markers.

Formality in Korean speech is determined by the relationship of the •	
speakers, their ages, and their positions in the social hierarchy. While 
Korean has several speech styles, Rosetta Stone teaches you the polite 
speech style, which is used among adults in first encounters, business 
transactions, and many other public settings. 

Language Family
Altaic

Dialect
Standard Seoul Korean 
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